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July 2008

Dear Pastor or Contact Person,

Greetings to you in this summer season from Bethany Theological Seminary!  We hope 
your congregation is enjoying meaningful moments that are a part of this time of year 
— church camp, Vacation Bible School, picnics and socials, visiting guests.  Yet, before we 
know it, summertime will end, and autumn will be upon us.

You already may be planning your fall worship schedule.  We invite you to include Bethany 
in your autumn worship plans on September 14, 2008, the designated Bethany Emphasis 
Sunday for the Church of the Brethren.

A reproducible bulletin insert and worship resources are included in this mailing.  You may 
access these resources electronically in PDF format on the Bethany web site
(www.bethanyseminary.edu/files/advancement/bethanysunday08.pdf).  You are most 
welcome to choose another date for celebrating Bethany Emphasis Sunday if another date 
is more suitable for your congregation.

The Bethany community is deeply grateful for Church of the Brethren congregations who 
call, send and support persons as they prepare for ministry and leadership in the church.  
If you have questions about Bethany Emphasis Sunday or suggestions of how we may be 
a resource to your congregation, please contact me.  We look forward to your continued 
partnership in Bethany’s mission through your prayers and financial gifts.

Sincerely,

Marcia Shetler, Church Relations
enclosures 
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•	 Bulletin Meditation
O great and awesome mystery, you call forth believers of all generations to a journey.  The path we walk is 
unclear.  The way ahead is unknown.  Show us the Way again today. 
										                -Joseph Tolton, Midland, Michigan

•	 Call to Worship
Leader:  The God of David and Israel invites us to participate in the journey.
People:  We gather in the name of the One who is our hope and source of life.
Leader:  The God of endurance asks us to forgive and live out of compassion.
People:  We serve the One whose everlasting love sustains us.
Leader:  The God of Abigail calls us to seize opportunity.
People:  We worship the One whose amazing grace strengthens us in all circumstances.
									              -Tracy Stoddart, Grand Junction, Colorado

•	 Invocation
God, will you answer our questions?  Will you make clear the path you desire for us?  We strive, we fail, we 
make some progress, then take two steps back.  We want to serve you.  We want to care for your people.  
We are here to learn how to do this better.  We are here to explore ministry with others, but too often we 
feel empty, or distracted, or far away.  Bring us closer to you.  Fill our spirits with your grace, strength, and 
love.  Quench our thirst and soothe our fears, that we may walk with you in serenity and purpose.  Amen. 
			           						      -Anna Lisa Gross, North Manchester, Indiana

•	 Offertory Statement
Growing grapes is complex and time-consuming.  It requires considerable attention to the soil and climate.  
Christ is our caretaker who knows our souls and minds and calls us to produce fruit.  What fruit are you to 
produce?  What fruits are we to produce?  Strive for humility, obedience, and love so that we may produce 
fruit for God.
				      					             -Lee Saylor, Roaring Spring, Pennsylvania

•	 Benediction
Leader:  Go now and choose love instead of fear, responsibility instead of indifference.
People:  For God is with us!
Leader:  Go forth to act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with our God.
People:  For God is with us!
Leader:  Go and work for a world in which the rights of all are guaranteed.
People:  For God is with us! 
					          						      -Jessica Bauman, Dayton, Ohio

Bethany Sunday Worship Resources - 2008

The worship resources on this page were written by Bethany students in this past year’s 
Ministry of Worship class, and used in chapel services throughout the year.
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Bethany Sunday Worship Resources - 2008

This children’s story was written by 2008 graduate Paula Ulrich.

Preparations:  Prepare a small bag or backpack of things you would take on a trip, such as a toiletries bag (perhaps 
with travel size toiletries), a book to read, a jacket or sweater, a passport, maps or travel guides, etc.).

Good morning.   I am wondering if any of you have ever gone on a trip or vacation or journey somewhere?  What 
kinds of things did you take with you when you went on your trip?

I have some things in this bag that I take with me whenever I go on a trip.  (Show the children the items that you 
brought in the bag, and describe briefly why you need or take those things.  You might even pass these items 
around for the children to look at or hold.)

Today, in worship, we’re talking about trips or journeys that God calls us to go on.  Has God ever called you or 
someone you know to go on a special trip or journey?  

Our Bible story today is about God calling the Israelites out of Egypt to go back to Israel.  Do you remember that 
story?  (Allow the children to tell it if they are able, perhaps just recapping the important parts if needed.)  It tells 
us how the Pharaoh of Egypt changed his mind about letting the Israelites go, and how he went after them.  At 
first, they were really scared and upset and even mad at Moses that this was happening, but then God parted the 
Red Sea so that they could escape the Pharaoh and his army and continue on their journey.  Even though they 
didn’t know what was going to happen, God was with them and was taking care of them.

We also are talking about a special school that has a long name.  The school is called Bethany Theological 
Seminary.  Any guesses about what kind of school that is?

Bethany Seminary is a school for people who hear God calling them to ministry.  Some people hear God calling 
them to become a pastor – or a chaplain at a hospital – or a youth minister.  Some people hear God calling them 
to work for peace in their communities or in the world – or to become a writer of, say, Sunday School materials.  
Going to Bethany and going into ministry is a lot like going on a journey or trip.  A person who is called to 
seminary and ministry doesn’t always know what to expect or what will happen when they get there.  But they 
pack up and go because they know that God will be with them just as God was with the Israelites.  And taking 
classes at seminary is a little bit like packing, too, because everything a person learns in seminary is like collecting 
things that she or he will need for ministry.  When a ministry student learns about the Bible, or how to preach a 
sermon, or how to listen well to people so that he or she can be a good minister, it’s a lot like when you collect 
your toothbrush, or your favorite stuffed animal, or your sunscreen so that you can have a good trip or journey.  
Those are the things you need.  Even then, there can be surprises, and some things might not go very well – like 
your car might get a flat tire on the trip – or you might realize that you forgot something that is really important 
to have – but God is with you on the journey just as God was with the Israelites even when they were scared and 
upset.  In the same way, God is with the people who go to seminary to prepare for ministry.  Maybe, one day, you 
will even hear God calling you to the special journey of ministry.

Please pray with me:  God, thank you that you are with us every day wherever we go. Help us to hear you when 
you call us, and to go wherever you lead us.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.


