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Jesus said, “Let the children come.”
The church is one of the last truly intergen-
erational institutions in society. And the
life of the church (locally and globally) is
enriched by the participation of all genera-
tions. Therefore, it is important that we
learn to be in ministryvith the children in
our midst—extending Christian hospitality
to them, nurturing them toward disciple-
ship, and allowing them to share their gifts
with us.

During this course we will explore:

- a holistic theology of childhood and
congregational ministry with children;
- developmental theory as it relates to
children (psychological, emotional,
social, moral, and spiritual);

- ways to engage children in worship,
education, and a variety of spiritual
disciplines (including prayer);

-how to support and encourage faith
formation in the home; and

- how to offer effective pastoral care
to children in crisis.

As a result, students will take away
both an enriched theoretical understanding
of the church’s ministry with children as
well as enhanced practical skills for
ministering to and with children.

Note: Students will need to be able to
interact with both an individual child and a
group of children at various points
throughout the course.

Rhonda Pittman Gingrich is a freelance writer,
workshop leader, and congregational consultant,
working with churches around issues of education
and faith formation. Even before having her own
children, Rhonda had developed a passion for
nurturing faith formation in children—a passion
enriched by her experience as a parent, a passion she
is eager to share.

Ordained in the Church of the Brethren, Rhonda
is a graduate of Bridgewater College and Bethany
Theological Seminary. She is a former pastor and
the former Director of the Resource Center for
Churches in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Previously,
she has taught Introduction to Teaching and
Learning in the Church for the Brethren Academy
and The Church’s Ministry with Children for the
graduate program at Bethany.

In addition, her publishing projects include:
coordinating the production &fiecing Together the
Brethren Waya Brethren heritage and identity
resource for children, writinGrowing the Fruit of
the Spiritthe 2007 Brethren Press Lenten devotional
book, and authoringleart, Soul, and Mind:

Becoming a Member of the Church of the Brethren

This class will run from February 2 to
March 27, 2009. On-line classes require
students not only to have the technological
capabilities listed on back, but also the abildy t
be disciplined in their time management.
Students are expected to spend about 10 hours
week during this eight week on-line class
including outside reading and projects.
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This course is offered at the Academy level
and is open to Brethren Academy students
(TRIM and EFSM), lay persons and pastors.

For TRIM students, successful
completion of this course will earn one CEQ
unit in either Ministry/Ministry Skills or the
Elective category. Pastors will earn two

continuing education credits
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In addition to some web-based resources,
we will draw on the following texts:
Postmodern Children’s Ministrlyy vy
Beckwith (2004)Real Kids, Real Faitlhy
Karen Marie Yust (2004)fhe Pastoral Care of
Childrenedited by Daniel Grossoehme (1999);
Children and Prayeby Betty Shannon Cloyd
(1997); Teaching the Mystery of God to
Childrenby Judy Gattis Smith (2005%hildren
Learn What They Reday Carolyn Landers
Pettigrew and Dawn Karima Pettigrew. The
instructor may also provide copies of selected
chapters from other books as applicable.




